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Join our Facebook group and share photos, 
videos and articles with Longhorn PCA members!

News & Notes
Check Out our Longhorn Region website for more information!
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Upcoming Events: 

Sept. 1 -  Dinner Meeting at The Barn Door
Sept. 15-17 - IMSA at COTA
Sept. 24 -  September Drive
Oct. 1 - PCA Picnic
Oct. 6 - Dinner Meeting at Alpine Haus
Oct. 22 -  Autocross at Retama
Nov. 6 - Meals on Wheels drive
Dec. 3 - Autocross at Fiesta TX
Dec. 17 - PCA Holiday party

Longhorn Region and Plaza Club member join together 
for a cooking class and some fine dining. Pictured: Ralph 
Crevoisier (not pictured Sylvia Crevoisier), RJ and Linda 
Wilmoth, Robert Lundin (not pictured Eileen Lundin) and 
Patricia Broyles (not pictured Russell Broyles).  If anyone 
from the Club is interested in joining us at the Plaza Club, 
contact Patricia Broyles at 210.288.8116.
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210-654-6639 | membership@longhornpca.org

David Sanders, Webmaster
210-422-9700

webmaster@longhornpca.org

Holly Sanders, RoundUp Editor
210-380-8309 

editor@longhornpca.org

RJ Wilmoth, Historian
210-241-4382

historian@longhornpca.org
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Roundup is published six times per year by the Longhorn Region of the 
Porsche Club of America. Submission deadline is the 15th of the month 
prior to the issue month. Opinions expressed herein are strictly those of the 
authors and are not endorsed by the Longhorn Region or Porsche Club of 
America. PCA regions may reproduce articles from Roundup with proper 
credit. Longhorn Region board approval is required for any other use of 
materials. Porsche®, the Porsche crest®, CARRERA® and TARGA® are 
trademarks of Porsche AG. 

Forward all publication submissions or to reserve advertising space 
please contact the Editor, Holly Sanders at 210.380.8309 or email to: 

editor@longhornpca.org.
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Chuck’s 
Corner

Hope you all are surviving a hot summer but still 
getting out to enjoy your cars.  We have a lot going 

on in Longhorn PCA!  We had our first Tech session in a 
few years and it was hosted by the Porsche Center of San 
Antonio with a technical discussion led by Jon Parkoff, 
and enhanced by all your great questions!  Thanks to 
Mikel Matthews for getting all this set up, the Porsche 
Center for opening up a working shop for our event, and 
to Jon for sharing his time and expertise with us.  We are 
very fortunate to have such a good relationship with the 
Porsche Center.  This isn’t the case everywhere, and our 
mutual support makes both our dealer and the Longhorn 
region that much better.

We have a lot of great events planned for this Summer /
Fall starting with a track day on 27 Aug.  This is a great 
opportunity to get back on the track and really enjoy 
the performance that our cars offer.  If you have never 
participated in a track event with the Longhorn region, 
you are definitely in for a treat, as we have low key, safe, 
and fun events.  We do two events per year, so if you miss 
the August event, we will have one next Spring.

[ By:  C h u C k Bu sh, 
Lo n g h o r n r eg i o n Pr e si d e n t ] 
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Our next dinner meeting will be 
something familiar to long time members 
as we return to the Barn Door restaurant 
for the first time in a while.  The manager 
has offered special parking, and they are 
very excited to have the Longhorn region 
back.  Speaking of dinner meetings, we 
are planning for 2017.  We welcome 
any ideas for new places to try- we just 
need good parking, good food /service, 
and a sufficiently sized (free) room.  
Send me a note if you have any new 
recommendations.

We are currently working on a brand new 
website.  Hopefully you are reading this 
from our new longhornregionpca.org 
site.  Thanks to David Saunders for taking 
over the reins from Steve Greentree, and 
getting us set up with a new and more 
flexible format. From what I have seen so 
far it is going to be a great improvement 
in format, and ease of use.

There are a lot of great events coming up. 
Hope to see you there!

Up coming Events :
Sept. 15-17 - IMSA at COTA
Sept. 24 -  September Drive
Oct. 1 - PCA Picnic
Oct. 22 -  Autocross at Retama
Nov. 6 - Meals on Wheels drive
Dec. 3 - Autocross at Fiesta TX
Dec. 17 - PCA Holiday party

Chuck’s Corner

LH

Check Out our Longhorn 
Region website for more 

information!
longhornpca.org
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Jones’ Autowerks Inc
11010 Iota Dr, San Antonio, TX, 78217

Jonesautowerks@sbcglobal.net
Phone (210)-657-1111 Specializing in Porsche
Fax (210)-657-4828 service for over 40 years

Bob Jones Bill Jones

Maintenance

Engine & Transmission

Suspension

Race Preparation

Component Service

Brakes

Date Event Location Sponsor
Sep 201-22 DE MSR Maverick
Oct 26-27 Club Race/DE ECR Maverick
Nov 9-10 DE MSR Maverick
TWS = Texas World Speedway College Station ECR = NW of Denton

Hallett = Tulsa, OK MSR Cresson = S of Ft Worth

CVAR = Corinthian Vintage Auto Racing H2R = Harris Hill Road, San Marcos

RGV = Rio Grande Valley airport NPR = No Problem Raceway

Next Longhorn Region Autocross
 Oct 19th Retama Park in Selma
Nov 9th Retama Park in Selma

Next Longhorn High Speed Track Orientation
Sep 28th Harris Hill Road in San Marcos

Next SASCA Autocross  September 15
Check website (www.sasca.org) for 2013 schedule

garment/cap, etc (shown right). Additionally, we have a club logo decal for the 
inside of your window(s) that peels off and is transferable to any car. These 
are available immediately. 

Name Tags
    

$16.00 ea.   (Contact Ron to order)
Longhorn Logo patches

  
$4.00 ea

Longhorn Logo decals
  

$2.50 ea

Goody Store Products

  
  
   

Contact Ron McAtee at 210-654-6639 or e-mail rmcatee@satx.rr.com

9

Corporate Apparel & Promotional Products

Mac Ellsworth
Vice President - Sales

Mac@SafeguardSanAntonio.com
Phone: 210.256.1501
Fax: 210.256.0377

2519 Boardwalk, Bldg. C
San Antonio, TX 78217

www.SafeguardSanAntonio.com

Officical Supplier of the Longhorn Porsche Club of America

Corporate Apparel
Screen Printed T-Shirts
Ad Specialty Products

Drinkware
Pins & Coins

Koozies
Labels & Tags

Business Cards
Pens

& More...

Caps inventory:  
Red with White trim   $7.25 ea
Black with Red trim   $7.25 ea
Black with White trim  $7.25 ea
Black with Yellow trim  $7.25 ea
Texas Caps: Texas Flag on the bill $11.00 ea
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Membership Report
As of August 1, 2016

Primary members     399  
Affilliate/Family members   203 
           Total:   602

Barocas, Lawrence  2014 White Cayenne Diesel 
Handley, Phil   1989 Gray 911 Carrera Targa
Melkie, Mark   2006 Silver 911 Carrera S
Gaudiano, Anthony  1974 Red 914
Waddell, Blaine   2007 Black 911 GT3
Alexander, Ronald  1973 911 E
Lakhia, Brad   2016 Carmine Red Boxster S
Fetter, William   2012 Black 911 Carrera 4

New Members

Ron McAtee, Membership Chairman

Welcome to the Longhorn Region PCA

PCA Anniversaries

5 years 
(2011)

Dan  Coburn
Bill Barrett

Neil Dalrymple
Roger Govett

10 years
(2006)
10 yrs

Arthur Lamott III
Barry Jelinski

Steve Greentree
Bob Christner

30 years
(1986)

Brian Strang
Chuck Bush

25 years
(1991)

Frank Schweitzer

35 years
(1981)

David Rocha
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OYSTER PERPETUAL 39

THE OYSTER PERPETUAL
 

 1926 is a distinctive symbol of universal style.
It doesn’t just tell time. It tells history.

rolex  oyster and perpetual are ® trademarks.



MOTORSPORTSTidbits
Let’s talk some more about “driving the line”. 
you hear me touch on this at every track day, I 
have written about it and even referred to it at 
autocross events.  The reasons are simple first, 
it is the fastest way to get through a corner and 
second, it is the safest.

Why is it the fastest, to answer this you must 
first understand that the fastest way to drive a 
corner is to attack so as to make the arc of the 
curve less acute. That means to try and make the 
corner less of a curve and straighter. Easy to say 
and really not hard to accomplish. To straighten 
out a corner all you have to do is approach the 
corner on the opposite side of the track from the 
direction of turn, already slowed enough so you 
can turn the car without further moderate to 
heavy braking and turn to your apex point and. 
Once at the apex point smoothly add power and track out 
to the outside of the turn.  In other words enter the turn 
from the opposite side of the track turn to your apex point 
which is on the inside edge of the turn and track out of the 
turn to the far outside edge of the track. 

At most tracks you will find concrete curbs at these  target  
Additionally tracks like Harris Hill will put pointer cones 
at these action points in each turn. Before we go farther 
let me explain “apex point” and there are actually three 
different ones depending on the construction of the turn. 

Generally a turn that is of constant radius will have its 
apex approximately halfway through the turn. A turn with 
increasing radius ( a turn that widens or straightens out as 
you go through the turn) will have and earlier apex and a 
turn with a decreasing radius will have a later apex. 
To repeat, the apex point is that portion or point is a turn 
where you are closest to the inside edge of the track and you 
are transitioning from turning in to unwinding the wheel, 
adding power and tracking out of the turn to the outside 
of the track.  In all turns you accomplish braking before 
you enter the turn, slowing the car to facilitate turning 
without scrubbing the tire. As you reduce braking you are 
turning in to reach the apex point at which time you begin 
unwinding the steering wheel and adding power. 

As you can easily see if you approach a turn from the 
opposite side of the track from the turn, drive to the apex 
point on the inside edge of the track and track out of 
the turn to the outside of the track you have essentially 

reduced the arc of the turn and can drive it faster. The 
important points to remember is to complete your 
braking, except for perhaps a light touch on the brakes 
before you turn in and then get on the power as you 
unwind the wheel. Or simply put imagine a string 
from the wheel to either the brake or gas pedal and 
if you you turn the wheel you can press down on the 
appropriate pedal. 

Now the second item, why is it safer, again the answer 
is simple.  you are loading the car the most as you 
approach, are at and pass the apex point and the load 
is lateral trying to push you to the outside of the turn. 
If you are driving the line you are at the far inside 
of the track at the apex and have all the track to the 
outside of you for the car to drift and that is a good 
thing. Conversely, if you drive the middle of the track 
in a turn your margin of safety i.e. track on the outside 
of your car is less and at speed you may quickly run out 
of asphalt and be in the grass. NOT GOOD or safe. 

As an aside I also have been setting up the turns at 
our autocross events to allow drivers to pick their 
line through them. As you walk the course before the 
next event study the turn and pick your line. In an 
autocross you are not worried about running out of 
track as you exit but I have put cones their to penalize 
you should you get sloppy. As we go through the hot 
days of summer think about these points so you can 
put them to practice. August 27th and our next track 
day is just around the corner, no pun intended.

[ By:  J aC k  M e r r e L L ,  Lo n g h o r n  Pa st Pr e si d e n t ] 
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www.procarecollision.com

9 Locations 
Serving Central Texas

210-488-9346
www.procarecollision.com

9 Locations 
Serving Central Texas

210-488-9346
Also Certified by:

and 12 other certifications.

The

fromBookshelf
PORSCHE
ULTIMATE

Order Today at 
QuartoKnows.com 
or Talk to your Club President 
about Group Discount Pricing!

Available September 2016

MOTORBOOKS
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By the Numbers

Vermont is the second least populous state.   
All of the trappings of big city life were far, far 

away from Jay Peak.  There was a distinct feeling 
of isolation if you had a craving for Starbucks or 
WalMart or McDonald’s.  These familiar places 
frequented by big city dwellers were not part of 
the “scene” in Jay Peak.  Vermont is called the 
Green Mountain State and for good reason.  It 
was green, really green, everywhere.  The scenery 
was spectacular and there were numerous great 
Porsche driving roads surrounding the mountain 
resort.

We arrived later than planned, not recommended 
if you’re going to Parade for the first time.  In fact, 
if you are planning to go to Parade next year in 
Spokane, WA (another 2,000 mile journey from 
central Texas), be sure to go with an experienced 
Parade veteran or at least meet up with them 
and get chaperoned through the arrival and 

registration process.  And my advice to first-time 
Parade goers is “take it easy” on event sign ups.  
Don’t try to do everything at your first Parade.  
Give yourself some free time to absorb it all.  If 
you schedule too many events, you’ll probably feel 
overwhelmed.  There really is way too much to 
do and so little time to do it all.  And before you 
know it the week will be over and you’ll be ready 
for home and some rest.

We planned on doing the TSD Rally, our first 
attempt in Traverse City was mildly amusing so 
we wanted to give it another try.  Due to our late 
arrival, we missed the TSD Rally and also arrived 
after the Concours was over so we missed seeing 
all of the great Porsches on display.

Our first event was the Concours Banquet, Tuesday 
evening.  Wednesday, we entered the autocross 
and also volunteered to help at the autocross so 

2016 Parade at Jay Peak, Vermont

[ By:st ev e Fa r n h a M] 
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Because your car is more than just a ride...

www.a-abana.com  |  855.743.6280

2016 Parade at  Jay Peak, Vermont

we were at the autocross site for about 8 
hours on Wednesday, and then attended 
the TSD Rally banquet that evening.  The 
Wednesday autocross was highlighted 
by a lengthy period of steady rain.  
Fortunately, the clouds moved out just as 
our run group was starting so we actually 
had a dry surface.  Sherry managed a 
second place finish in her class so I was 
really proud of her.  On the other hand, I 
ran what I thought was a good time, but 
finished 8th, one spot below the trophy 
positions.

Thursday we helped at the autocross, 
another 6 hours or so of volunteer 
work.  Thursday evening there wasn’t 
a banquet scheduled so we relaxed and 
had dinner with the Merrells.  Friday was 
the tech quiz.  I took the test and Sherry 
volunteered to help administer the event.
Saturday we ran/walked the 5k and 
Saturday evening was the Victory party, 
farewells and prep for Sunday departures.  
All in all we drove about 4600 miles.

In the four banquets we attended, I won 
3 prizes!  A $25 gift certificate, a water 
blaster and some really cool decals!  
Sherry won a trophy and got her picture 
taken with Bib, the Michelin man.

We had a great time and are already 
planning our next adventure to Parade 
2017 in Spokane, WA.

Sherry Farnham, Autocross 2nd Place in Class

Chuck & Susie Bush, 2016 Parade Gimmick Rally
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Porsche Parade through Photos

Parade to Jay Peak, 
Vermont through Photos

[ By:  C h u C k Bu sh, 
Lo n g h o r n r eg i o n Pr e si d e n t ] 

One of the fun things about going to a Porsche Parade is getting there.  This was particularly true for 
our trip to Vermont.  At over 2000 miles away, we had a lot of options for our drive, and we wanted to 

pack in as much sightseeing as possible.  For the route to Jay Peak Vermont, we decided to go north and cut 
across Canada.  For this trip, we took our 2013 Boxster.  It is such a fun car for hitting the open road, and it 
did not disappoint us in any way.  Our first stop was Chicago, IL. Because we were somewhat limited on time, 
and have made this drive many times, we just made a long day of it and blasted through Texas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, and Illinois.  We spent the night in the Chicago suburbs with another Porsche family- our daughter 
and her family, which was great.

501km to go on half a tank. Cruise control
 set at 105 (kph).

Good thing we didn’t enter the Concours. We stayed overnight in downtown Toronto.  It was 
nice to walk around and see a little of the city.  

The next day, we headed to Toronto. We enjoyed 
the new scenery as we drove across Michigan, 
and crossed at Sarnia, the border bridge crossing 
into Canada. Canadian roads are much like in 
the US, and we took the Canadian 401 which is 
like HWy 35 North. Three lanes with a lot of car 
and truck traffic.  No Buckee’s though.  We had 
to settle for Tim Horton’s coffee shops. The speed 
limit was kind of slow at 100kph, but like the US, 
it is mostly ignored.   One of the neat things about 
the new Porsches is that we can set the system 
for kilometers, so we could track our speed and 
mileage with the signs.  
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Porsche Parade through Photos

L H  ROUNDU P

After a long day, we lounged in the hotel hot tub on the 22nd 
floor with a nice view of the city at night.  It was a relaxing way 
to end the day.  

The next morning we headed out to Montreal on the 401.  It 
worked out pretty well getting out of town because all the 
traffic was coming in. Like most large North American cities, 
rush hour can be a bear.  Montreal is about 8 hours from 
Toronto, and we enjoyed the new scenery. Getting gas was an 
experience.  Our credit cards would not work at the pump, but 
fortunately they worked inside- the pumps were just not set up 
to read non chip/pin cards.  After getting over that scare, Gas 
was a great price at $1.20.  Or so we thought until we realized 
it was sold in liters.  

Southern Canada has some really pretty scenery.  We stopped 
in the little town of Colburn to look at Lake Ontario.  It is a 
pretty little seaside town with a nice harbor, and a boardwalk 
along the beach.  The water was clear and cold, and there were 
a lot of sea birds along the shore keeping a wary eye on us and 
some local dogs.

Architecture in downtown Toronto.  
American Gothic TV show was being filmed 

here as we walked by.

As we crossed Canada, things took a decided turn for the French. 
Quebec has a law that the signs must be in French and English.  
We arrived in Montreal late in the day.  There was still a little 
traffic getting into town, but it wasn’t too bad. Like most major 
cities, Montreal struggles with its infrastructure.  The northern 
cities face the additional challenge of ice and salt damage.  One 
Montreal overpass was so twisted and uneven from the ice heaves 
that it looked like it was designed by Salvadore Dali.

The first evening in Montreal, we were about to walk around in the 
old city area.  It was very quaint with lots of pretty old buildings.  
It was pretty touristy, but no chain stores or restaurants.  

The next day, our plan was to explore Mount 
Royal which is a large park in the middle of 
downtown Montreal.
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Porsche Parade through Photos

The park has paved walking paths that circle up the mountain, 
and it is criss-crossed with paths that go through the forest.  It 
is a lovely slice of nature in the middle of a big city.  At the top 
of the mountain there was a large pond overlooked by a two 
story building. The pond is used for ice skating in the winter, 
and the building is a skate rental and snack bar facility.  They 
also rent cross country skis that you can use all around Mt 
Royal.  Further East on the mountain, we came across another 
larger building with a large patio that had panoramic views of 
downtown Montreal and its waterfront.

Later that afternoon, 
we headed back down 
to the Montreal Old 
town.  We walked 
along the waterfront, 
and had dinner at a 
little cafe/ beer garden 
on the water. 

The next morning  we were off to Jay Peak, a 
short four hour drive through the beautiful green 
mountains. The year’s parade was based out of the 
Jay Peak Resort.  Primarily a winter ski resort, it 
offers lots of year round activities and beautiful 
scenery.
Parade registration was on a Sunday, and the 
Parade is a whirlwind of activities.  The main 
events are a Concours on Monday, the Time Speed 
Distance Rally on Tuesday, Autocross on Wed and 
Thur, a Gimmick Rally on Thursday, Tours and 
Drives on Friday, and the Parade of Porsches on 
Saturday.  Interspersed throughout, are tours, 
drives, banquets, and lots of camaraderie with 
fellow Porsche owners.

 One of the neat things about Parades is that they 
are staffed by the attendees, and volunteering is a 
key part of attendance.  We like to volunteer at the 
Concours because we get to work with the judges, 
and learn about the cars. 

Concours on the golf course.
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Porsche Parade through Photos

Longhorn region was well represented at the Parade with all our attendees spending numerous days volunteering 
to make the events successful.  Jack and Sandy Merrill run the grid at the Autocross, and we spend a day out with 
them helping keep the cars organized and safe.  Volunteering at autocrosses is always fun because you get to see 
all sorts of Porsches running at speed through the course.  First day was rainy, so speeds were quite a bit slower!

We also enjoyed touring the area, driving through tight 
mountain roads, and visiting the Von Trapp family lodge, 
Stowe Vermont, the Ben and Jerry’s factory, and numerous 
small Vermont towns that lack any of the corporate franchises 
that blanket America and make every place seem the same.

Left: One of the many covered bridges we found on the Gimmick 
Rally. We had to take pictures of each bridge to show we actually 
found it.
Below Left: Stop over at a winery on the Ben and Jerry’s tour.
Below Right: Porsche Parades are for fun!
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Porsche Parade through Photos

LH

In Stowe, Vermont outside the Trapp Family lodge. Ice cream samples were the best!

In what seemed like no time at all, it was time to depart, but adventure awaited us in Niagara Falls, Ny. We 
had a nice day driving across upstate New york, and arrived at Niagara Falls late in the day. We had never been 
there, and the Falls are truly spectacular.  The next morning, we got up and bought a pass to see all the sights. 

We took the tour to the bottom of one of the Falls where water 
comes crashing down and it is like walking in a hurricane.  We took 
the boat ride at the base of the falls, walked out to all the scenic 
overlooks, and in general saw everything we could in a day.  That 
night we went and saw the falls lit up by colored lights, and watched 
the fireworks over the falls; a perfect way to end the day.

The rest of our trip was unremarkable as the Boxster carried us 
comfortably across the United States and back home.  A Porsche is 
a great way to travel as they are so solid on the roads, and a joy to 
drive mile after mile.  Our trip meter said we drove 4,846 miles, and 
we can’t wait for the next trip!
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Insurance, Investments, Wealth Management

431 Wolfe Road, Suite 200 - San Antonio, TX  78216
Office (210) 342-2900 - Fax (210) 342-2906

robert@retirementsolutions.ws - www.retirementsolutions.ws

Call Us Today At (210) 342-2900
We Are The Right Fit For Your Retirement Needs.

through INVEST Financial Corporation, a federally registered investment adviser, member FINRA, SIPC, and affiliated insurance agencies.
67529

Retirement 
Solutions

• Retirement Income Planning
• Estate Analysis & Strategies
• Financial Analysis
• Asset Management Programs
• IRAs & Rollovers
• Mutual Funds
• Annuities
• Life & Long-Term Care Insurance

Don’t Be Puzzled About Your Retirement

Robert C. Cadena, Jr.
CFS, CLTC, MSFS
President & CEO

Robert C. Cadena, Jr. is a registered representative of and offer securities, financial planning and investment advisory services 
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President & CEO

Robert C. Cadena, Jr. is a registered representative of and offer securities, financial planning and investment advisory services 
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My Porsche Story

I seem to have always had a project car that takes 
space in my garage. It started when I helped a 

friend build a ‘57 Chevy step side to drive to camp for 
the summer spent as counselors. Funny how things 
like that in our youth follow us around. 

There was the Hemi ‘Cuda offered for $500.00 that I 
couldn’t start and drive home. Wish I’d been smart 
enough to call for the tow truck!  A Triumph Spitfire 
Mark III and TR6’s later gave way to the ‘66 Sun Bug. 
Always seemed to find them in such sad shape that 
the clear title is had for the song and once a little 
love and elbow grease are applied the joy of toodling  
around in the latest toy is a smile that last for days. 
Last one was the ‘72 camper van. Drug it around for 
several years before departing with her.  My wife still 
laments her sale. 

Four years ago the car fever returns with a vengeance. 
Time spent pursuing eBay motors with the thought 
of “what will $ 10k get me”. This quickly leads to 
“what about $ 15.”   At this range a new vehicle shows 
up, Porsche Boxster. “The Boxster, never driven one 
of those, but remember how sexy they looked on 

[By DAN PARkINSON]
My Porsche Story

the street when you see them” says the voice in my 
head.

I had driven a 928S4 that a buddy owned to Lake 
Charles one weekend and had fond memories. So 
Boxster test it would be.  I begin scouring the web 
for dealerships that would have one that I could take 
out for a spin. 

As it happened a private lot in Selma had both an 
S and base in stock. Some what nervous, I show up 
on an off day and ask for a test drive. After some 
questions and answers are exchanged, I am told “I’m 
a little busy, let me get a copy of your license and here 
are the keys to the “S”. Take her out and come back 
for the base.” What follows can only be described as 
life changing. The precision of the handling, crisp 
shifts and that unmistakable wail of the intake, man 
I’m in love.  

What followed was a year of research. Porsche water 
cooled was a definite, but otherwise: Cayman verses 
Boxster, 911 hard top or soft top, automatic verses 
manual, 5 or 6 speed, what were the factory options 
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that were “must haves” verses “like to haves”, what 
mileage was acceptable. What about this intermediate 
shaft bearing issue? How can you avoid having a $ 
10,000 grenade from blowing up, mid (or rear) engine. 
Is there truth in the old adage of spending the most 
money you can on the lowest mileage example to get 
the best you can?

A trip to the Austin dealership was my first dealer 
experience. They had a 911 soft top. Beautiful blue 
with hard top option that I wanted to put thru the 
paces. The sales rep takes her off the lot and counsels 
“always let them warm up to at least 150 before you 
start pushing” he says as he jams his right foot down 
and off we go. Round the u-turn and like a flash up the 
290 ramp. That unmistakable sound like a Teutonic 
hoard screaming in my ears of the intake and exhaust 
symphony. When discussions after the test drive turn 
to the 986 Boxster platform, my 6’ 2” frame comes 
into question. “Those have always had issues with 
folks long in the torso.” So much for my budget. 

I continue reading: Rennslist, Planet9. A trip to 
a Houston dealer leads to a sales representative’s 

comment on IMS failures as “ancient history.” Not to 
me as I continue to look for the right combination. 

A RS60 shows up in Austin. A Cayman R in San 
Antonio. A beautiful orange special edition 987 in 
San Antonio. I test drive the 987 S and base model 
back to back at least 3 different times to see if the 
extra ponies, larger brakes and 6 speed are worth the 
difference. I should have kept notes, but I’d bet that I 
test drove at least 30 vehicles. 

My better half suggest that I expand my horizons 
seeing that my energies are a bit Porsche focused. 
“Try other manufactures,” she suggest. This leads to 
spins in 300Z’s Audi A5’s and Mercedes. All of which 
pale in comparison to the light and nimble handling 
of the Porsche. 

IMS research turns up LN Engineering’s solution, 
but my frame and torso dictate that I have to look 
at 2005 and newer chassis. Well if forced down that 
rabbit hole why not look at 2006 and newer and get 
the M97 engine  rather than a M96. This leads to a 
phone call to Bob Jones, who was generous as always 
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with his time and advice. “Ever seen or heard of IMS 
issues on the M97 engines Bob?” “Nope, not so long 
as they are cared for and serviced.” The die is getting 
cast. 

The wife continues to indulge my rabid testing of 
these vehicles, now being forced to accompany me on 
some of these “looky loo’s” as I continue to narrow my 
search. Decisions are being made: if it is going to be a 
third car and we can’t teach the dog to drive, why not 
get the soft top and make it supremacy impractical. 
Boxster gains the edge. 

A 2006 white 987S breaks surface in Austin (her 
favorite color). Has all the must haves: under 30k on 
the clock, 6 speed, Bose, full Leather, sport chrono 
and a few other niceties. The price is right, but, well 
let’s get a buyers check so next time something so 
nice presents itself, we’re ready. 

Check secured, I continue to scour the car sites for 
prospects. Some dealers don’t want to negotiate at 
all. Some are convinced that the Boxster they get at 
auction is the personification of the 911 that adorned 
their childhood wall rather than the automobile that 
towed Porsche back from the brink. Some of the 
mega dealers would rather transfer vehicles back East 
rather than lower their sales price locally. Amazing. 

End of May 2014. Browsing the web shows a 2007 
987S in Austin. 22k on the clock, full leather, sport 
chrono, Bose, power seats. Atlas Grey Metallic. All 
three keys. Some love marks in the paint. “Here’s my 
credit card number. Hold her for me and I’ll be there 
in an hour to take a look,” goes the phone call on the 
last day of the month. 

I arrive with the check in my top pocket. The sales 
representative is salivating. Prices are exchanged and 
agreed on. Arguments over TT&L are concluded in 
my favor. Like the asking price was anything near 
given for the local trade. Suddenly, I find my self 
unencumbered but the limits of the short test drive 
as I nimbly make my way home from Austin. 

Next? Why join the local PCA of course and get 
plugged into happenings. Detail the car! Pulling 
covers to expose the leafy remains of what had to be 
time I’ll spent under an oak tree somewhere. All that 



and boot protectors, motor mount stiffeners and why 
not the solid red tail lights (as if I really wanted the RS 
60 to begin with). The roads of central Texas beckon 
on only sunny day with a squirt thru the twistes. 

Lessons at Harris Hills are probably the best 
investment. Research shows that before money is 
invested in stiffer suspensions, ported and polished 
intakes or/and exhaust, chips for the Motol engine 
software, we’re all better off “tightening the nut 
behind the steering wheel”. More of this is planned 
for the near future. 

I drive the “Fat Bastard” every chance I get. Even 
in the dog days of summer, the open roads of the 
Hill Country beckon. Finding an new set of twisty 
roads, hearing the Germanic symphony of intake 
and exhaust as I practice to learn new skills like heel/
toe shifting. Something exhilarating about hearing 
that sound above 5000rpm. If I leave early enough, I 
can be west of kerrville before 8am. Open tops ain’t 
really that uncomfortable until the mercury creeps 
past 90 anyway.
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gets exorcised. Replace the USA side markers with 
clear. Add the spin on filter adaptor with magnetic 
drain plug (no engine ever blew up because someone 
changed the oil too frequently). 

What to name the lasted two rage? While researching 
it’s not hard to come across the famous Spyder that 
was at the end of James Dean’s life. Great story about 
the eventual christening of the “Little Bastard”. 

Doesn’t fit my physique very well, but “Fat Bastard” 
will do nicely. A bit of custom work on the spoiler 
insures that the moniker only is displayed at speed. 
Real nice. Adding the factory 5mm spacers help 
widen the stance and relay to my bottom at least a 
change in cornering dynamics. 

14,000 miles later the Fat Bastard continues to 
inspire a smile every time I engage (with aspirations 
of Le Mans) that left handed ignition. Replacing the 
Continentals with Michelins I continue to look at 
minor mods to enhance perfection. The ABS hood 
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Driving the Trace

I had never heard of The Natchez Trace until my mother-in-law 
mentioned it as a possible drive the next time we came to visit 

her in Huntsville, Alabama.

After looking it up on the internet, I found it had more history 
than the Erie Canal in Ohio, where I grew up.  The Natchez Trace 
is 444-miles long and runs from Natchez, Mississippi all the way 
up to Nashville, Tennessee.

 The original trace was a route followed by bison and other game 
and native Americans developed it as a “walking trail” for foot-
borne commerce between major Indian villages. The trace was a 
very round-about way to avoid all the hills in the area and provided a wide vista for travelers to detect danger. 
It became the return route for the riverboat men who drifted their flat boats down the Mississippi to New 
Orleans. Because there was no means to take the flat boats back up the Mississippi, they would offload their 
goods and sell the flat boats for the wood. They would then return up the trace as the middle section of their 
return route with wagons and carts loaded with goods to as far away as Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Development of steam boats, stagecoaches, railroads and ports along the rivers subsequently made the trace 
obsolete which, today, makes it pretty much unspoiled. Many sections of the original footpath still exist. 
Construction of the Parkway began in 1939. Today, it is a federal parkway in 1938. It is a federal highway with 
many historical sites marked along the route. 

[ By:  t o M rya n ] 

Driving “The Trace”
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Emerald Mound (milepost 10.3) is the second 
largest Indian mounds in the U.S.  the abandoned 
town of Rock Spings (milepost 54.8) has an original 
cabin that was used as a stopover by travelers. 
There is a short off-highway road (milepost 269.4) 
that allows you to drive part of the original Trace 
(good for a Macan or Cayenne but not any other 
Porsche). And Meriwether Lewis’s monument (of 
the Lewis and Clark fame) is located at milepost 
385.9. 

We started our trip in Natchez, which has many 
historical homes and is home port to old-fashioned 
riverboats you can ride up the Mississippi River. 
Driving the Parkway is a no hassle, pretty much traffic-free road except for the 

occasional RV. The speed limit is 
50 MPH until just north of Leiper’s 
Fork, TN where the speed limit is 
reduced to 40 MPH. The Trace is 
double-yellow lined the whole way 
and is patrolled by the National 
Park Service so don’t get caught 
speeding or passing a slow RV.
Tupelo, MS , where Elvis Presley was 
born, is a good mid-way stopping 
point with plenty of motels and 
restaurants just a short distance 
from the parkway. Tupelo wouldn’t 
exist today if not for the Trace.  
And, the end of the Trace finishes 
just short of the Nashville city 
limits. If you’re interested in more 
information about the Natchez 
Trace, check it out on the National 
Park Service’s website. 

http://www.nps.gov/natr/ Abandond town at Rocky Springs

Driving  “The Trace”
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The New 718 Boxster

 

 

 
 
On June 25 Shelley and I were invited to the Porsche 
of San Antonio dealership to see and drive the new 
718 Boxster and Boxster S models. We would like to 
thank the dealership for putting this event on. While 
I was talking to one of the salesmen, he said they 
were worried how this event would turn out. They 
shouldn't have worried, there was a great turnout 
and a lot of people were talking about the 718 
Boxster series. 
 
The first 718 I saw was a red Boxster. We walked 
from the back of the parking lot towards the front 
and we saw this very curvy rear end staring at us. 
Who doesn’t like a nice curvy rear end (on a car that 
is)? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To me the rear end just says Boxster. The compound 
curves in the fenders, the blacked out defuser, and 
the taillights just bring a higher-level of 
sophistication to the Boxster. As you can see below, 
the fenders have changed, they now have an edge on 
the inside. 

 
Now moving to the side you will see many of the 
classic Boxster details. The air intakes on this model 
are black and add a nice accent to the Red Boxster. 
The doors are wide and they open easily allowing for 
an easy an entry/exit to/from the car. 
 

 
 
 
 

The NEW 718 Boxster [ By:  M i k e L M at t h ew s, 
Lo n g h o r n r eg i o n v i C e - Pr e si d e n t ] 
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Did I mention the sound of the heart of the 718? I was worried about the sound from a 4 cylinder, 2.0L, 
turbocharged engine. Was it going to sound like a Subaru or a 914? Would I have to put a fart can on it to make 
it sound like all the other 4 cylinder cars?  Or did the Porsche engineers do their homework and make it sound 
like it was more than a 4 cylinder? The short answer is yes, the engineers did their work. 

I should let you know that I have bad hearing from spending to much time in missile silos, playing loud music, 
shooting guns, and working on cars so I may not have heard what others heard. What I heard was music to my 
ears. A deep, throaty, visceral sound coming from that 4 cylinder, 2L, turbocharged engine. That excited me. As 
I hit the accelerator, the PDk downshifted, and the music began. When I let off the accelerator I was met with 
more music. I laughed as the sound and the acceleration filled my being. I don’t know what the salesman was 
thinking about what I was doing but I had a great big smile on my face when we were done. I would love to see 
how this handles on the track. 

you should also know that I am a mid-engine guy. I’ve never owned a 911 and I’ve only driven a few so I don’t 
have the bias others have towards the 911. So, is the 718, 4 cylinder, 2L, turbocharged engine a real Porsche 
engine? Does the 718 meet all of my expectations for a Porsche? yes it does, no doubt. 

 

 

The front of the 718 again has the classic Boxster 
look with a twist. Instead of the flowing curving 
fenders I have on my Boxster, these fenders (like the 
rear) have an edge on the inner side that blends 
beautifully with the rest of the car. At first I didn't 
appreciate the newly designed fenders but the more I 
looked at them the more I liked them. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The inside of the 718 was as I expected, clean and 
functional. Since I haven't driven many of the newer 
Boxsters it took me a while to see where everything 
was located. Here is a photo of the inside.  

 
 
Now that I knew where everything was at, it was 
time to start the engine and find out what the 718 is 
all about. The 718 I drove was a base model with a 
PDK without the sport exhaust. As we (salesman and 
me) exited on to the highway I let the PDK shift for 
me while I concentrated on the steering and traffic. 
The steering was light and responsive (or as 
responsive as it can be in traffic). From the short 
drive, the steering on the 718 is much more 
responsive than my 2001 Boxster.  
 
I started to play with the PDK to see how responsive 
it was. My Boxster has the tiptronic transmission and 
I found (like everyone else knows) the PDK to be a 
superior transmission and much more responsive 
than the tiptronic. Again I couldn't really work the 
718 in traffic but I got to accelerate, downshift and 
hear the engine roar.  
 
During these short periods of acceleration, I was 
literally pushed back in my seat. I don't get to feel 
this with my Boxster. I do get this from my 914-6 
with a modified 2.7 RSish engine. I was quite 
impressed with this and now have much more 
expectations for the S model. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LH
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