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Check out our Longhorn Region website for more information!
longhornpca.org

Now it's even easier for you to keep in the loop and stay up to date 
with all we have going on in the Longhorn Region. Our new app 
allows us to communicate with you better than ever before, you 
can even receive notifications from us for all the latest happenings! 
Download it today!

Another great year for the Longhorn Region has come to 
an end. I wanted to take a moment to thank everyone who has 
contributed to our newsletter this year. These have been the 
longest newsletters in Longhorn PCA history. It is all thanks to 
our amazing members who share their stories. 

If you’re thinking about contributing to an upcoming issue of 
the newsletter, PLEASE DO! We welcome any and all (Porsche 
related) articles. Simply write down your story and find some 
photos. Send the article and photos to me via email.  I can’t wait 
to hear the stories 2018 will bring to our region!

E D I T O R ’ S  N E W S  &  N O T E S
   HOLLY SANDERS                                  
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For my last President’s note, I simply 
want to express my thanks to all the folks 
that help make our region run so smoothly, 
and to all of you that participate in our 
events.  PCA really is about the people, and 
you all have made my term as President a 
lot of fun.  Thanks to all our great volunteers, 
we have been able to run a wide range of 
events where we get to share fellowship 
and our love for our great little cars. We 
have a full schedule of events planned for 
next year, and I look forward to continuing 
to help support our region leadership and 

C H U C K ’ S  C O R N E R
  LONGHORN REGION PRESIDENT                                  

LH

make our events fun and worthy of everyone’s valuable free time.  We are fortunate to have Mikel 
Matthews take over as our new President, and David Sanders as our new Vice President.  They are 
both active and experienced PCA and Longhorn members, and are very excited about making our 
region even more vibrant and exciting.  Best wishes for a happy and successful 2018, and I look 
forward to seeing you all out on the road!
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Rooted in the history of motor sports and watchmaking,  

the legendary chronograph that was born to race.
It doesn’t just tell time. It tells history.
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Primary members:     435  
Affilliate/Family members:   222 
    Total:   657

 Arnold, Vance   2011 Cayman
Markwardt, Gregory  1999 Black 911 Carrera
Campbell, Doug   2013 911 Carrera 4S
Vu, Tim    2009 midnight BlueMetallic 911 Carrera S
Kelly, Martin   2004 Silver 911 Carrera
Diec, Patrick   2002 Silver 911 Carrera Cabriolet
Rodriguez, Henry  1997 Black 911 GT1

New Members 

M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O R T
     AS OF DEC 1, 2017                                   

Ron McAtee, Membership Chairman

8  L H  ROUNDU P



L H  ROUNDU P  9



Yes, rambling this month as it is the end of the year. By 
the time you read this, we will have had our final motorsport 
event and I hope everyone enjoyed the day at Harris Hill, yes, 
the track is bumpy... that’s just one reason I stress “driving 
the line”. We will have also enjoyed the graciousness of 
Fiesta Texas in allowing us the use of their lot for out holiday 
autocross. Writing this in advance of the event I can only 
hope everyone had a great time. I tried to make the course 
interesting and straightforward. The selection of turns allowed 
you to practice skills learned earlier in the year. I will have a 
more demanding one for everyone in February when we will 
be back at the same Fiesta Texas location. 

In the meantime, enjoy the holidays with family and friends 
and spend a little time reflecting on what you did well this year 
and areas you need improvement. 

While reflecting consider your car. If it was sliding and 
you had not replaced your tires in a while, now is the time so 
you can get good grip throughout the winter on slick streets. 
Remember when the temperatures get cooler tires do not 
heat up and thus lose traction likewise the road surface is 
colder and there is less traction. Newer tires are softer and 
grip better, plus their groves are deeper and displace water 
better, also improving grip.

Also in preparation for the new year, 2018, your 2005 

Snell certified helmet is now almost 15 
years old and time does age the protective 
elements of helmet design. While it may still 
look good if you attend our track days or 
do “DE”s a new helmet should be on your 
Christmas list ... your head is worth it. 

Since we are talking about projects 
and Christmas presents, how did your car 
handle at the last motorsport event? Maybe 
it plowed a little or was a little erratic in the 
corners, if so it may be past time to get 
an alignment. A good alignment minimizes 
adverse tire wear and makes the car handle 
better and track truer on the highway. 

So now you have some additions to 
my suggestions from last month. Enjoy 
the holidays and look forward to February 
2 and our first autocross of 2018. It will be 
here before you know it. 

By the way your PORSCHE drives just 
great in the wet. It was built in a country 
where it rains almost 300 days a year 
and was not built to be a garage queen. 
Enjoy the drive and the company of other 
PORSCHE owners. Drive safe and Happy 
New Year. 

MOTORSPORTS TIDBITS
  JACK MERRILL, PAST PRESIDENT                               

LH

Follow us on 
Instagram!

@longhornpca
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Jones’ Autowerks Inc
11010 Iota Dr, San Antonio, TX, 78217

Jonesautowerks@sbcglobal.net
Phone (210)-657-1111 Specializing in Porsche
Fax (210)-657-4828 service for over 40 years

Bob Jones Bill Jones

Maintenance

Engine & Transmission

Suspension

Race Preparation

Component Service

Brakes

garment/cap, etc (shown right). Additionally, we have a club logo decal for the 
inside of your window(s) that peels off and is transferable to any car. These 
are available immediately. 

Name Tags
    

$16.00 ea.   (Contact Ron to order)
Longhorn Logo patches

  
$4.00 ea

Longhorn Logo decals
  

$2.50 ea

Goody Store Products

  
  
   

Contact Ron McAtee at 210-654-6639 or e-mail rmcatee@satx.rr.com

Caps inventory:  
Red with White trim   $7.25 ea
Black with Red trim   $7.25 ea
Black with White trim  $7.25 ea
Black with Yellow trim  $7.25 ea
Texas Caps: Texas Flag on the bill $11.00 ea

New caps: $10.00 each
The Black caps come with either a Red or 
Blue trim color sandwiched between the bill 
of the cap.



F a c t o r y  &  M u s e u m
P O R S C H E

Our last visit to the factory and 
museum was in 1999, and what 
a difference 18 years makes.  In 
1999, Porsche was still a small 
company coming out of some 
tough years but energized by a 
new range of sports cars, and 
new manufacturing methods.  
The factory reflected that- a 
balance of old style methods, old 

buildings, and new manufacturing 
techniques.  The museum was 
a reflection of this.  It was very 
small, cramped, and you must 
make a reservation to go see it.  
It was kind of hidden away on the 
factory grounds, and while small 
had an incredible collection of 
beautiful and historic cars. 

Created out of the success 

of the new range of water 
cooled cars, the new museum 
reflects that success.  It still 
retains that pride in Porsche 
racing and manufacturing, 
but the similarities stop there.  
No longer tucked away on 
the factory grounds, it now 
represents how the company 
has changed in these last few 

  BY CHUCK BUSH, PHOTOS BY SUSIE BUSH                                          

This Fall, Susie and I were fortunate enough to make our second 
pilgrimage to that great shrine of all things Porsche; the Porsche 
factory and museum in Stuttgart, Germany. 
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years.  Big, bold, and second to 
none, the museum stands out 
front and center in Zuffenhausen 
as an expression of Porsche’s 
strength and exciting future.  No 
longer just a small manufacturer 
of sports cars, Porsche is a global 
company with global ambitions. 
Like the museum, the factory is 
also much bigger and modern, 
and huge construction projects 
dominate the landscape.

The new museum of course 
was delightful.  It has a parking 
garage underneath, discounts 
for PCA members, café’s, 
restaurants, and more cars 
displayed than ever.  Covering 
several stories, you walk along 
learning about the history of 
how our quaint little sports cars 
were developed, dominated auto 
racing, and continue to evolve for 
the future.  My personal favorites 
were the 917s, and there was 
a big section devoted to their 
development.  From the Gulf 
racing cars to the pink pig, the 
display did not disappoint.

If you are ever in Europe, 
I highly recommend a visit to 
Zuffenhausen and the Porsche 
museum.  LH
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2018 CALENDAR
L o n g h o r n  R e g i o n  E v e n t s

January:
1/4 Dinner Meeting @ Chester’s Hamburgers
1/27 Western Hill Country Drive with lunch in 
Boerne

February:
2/1 Dinner Meeting @ Blanco BBQ
2/10 Autocross at Fiesta Texas

March:
3/1 Dinner Meeting @ Pompeii’s Italian Grill
3/24 Track Day at Harris Hill
Gimmick rally or Drive date TBA

April:
4/5  Dinner Meeting @ Chester’s 
Hamburgers
4/7  Fiesta Challenge Concours, Lunch and 
Rally
4/7 Bombay Bicycle Club after Rally get 
together
4/8  Autocross at Retama

May:
5/3  Dinner Meeting @ The Barn Door 
Restaurant
5/12 Autocross at Retama

June:
6/7  Dinner Meeting TBA
6/16 Drive

July:
7/5  Dinner Meeting @ Pompeii’s Italian Grill
7/8-14  Porsche Parade, Lake of the Ozarks
7/28 Drive

August:
8/2 Dinner Meeting @ Chester’s Hamburgers
Drive TBA

September:
9/6  Dinner Meeting TBA
TBA Drive and/or Car Show
9/22 Track Day at Harris Hill

October:
10/4 Dinner Meeting @ Krause’s Biergarten 
& Cafe
10/6 Autocross at Retama
TBA Picnic

November:
11/1 Dinner Meeting @ Pompeii’s Italian Grill
11/17 Track Day at Harris Hill
Drive TBA

December:
12/1 Autocross at Fiesta Texas
12/08 Christmas Party & meeting combined 
for one event @ Petroleum Club

2018 EVENTS: Subject to change
All Dinner Meetings begin 6:15-6:30
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Insurance, Investments, Wealth Management

431 Wolfe Road, Suite 200 - San Antonio, TX  78216
Office (210) 342-2900 - Fax (210) 342-2906

robert@retirementsolutions.ws - www.retirementsolutions.ws

Call Us Today At (210) 342-2900
We Are The Right Fit For Your Retirement Needs.

through INVEST Financial Corporation, a federally registered investment adviser, member FINRA, SIPC, and affiliated insurance agencies.
67529

Retirement 
Solutions

• Retirement Income Planning
• Estate Analysis & Strategies
• Financial Analysis
• Asset Management Programs
• IRAs & Rollovers
• Mutual Funds
• Annuities
• Life & Long-Term Care Insurance

Don’t Be Puzzled About Your Retirement
Robert C. Cadena, Jr.

CFS, CLTC, MSFS
President & CEO

Robert C. Cadena, Jr. is a registered representative of and offer securities, financial planning and investment advisory services 

Insurance, Investments, Wealth Management

431 Wolfe Road, Suite 200 - San Antonio, TX  78216
Office (210) 342-2900 - Fax (210) 342-2906

robert@retirementsolutions.ws - www.retirementsolutions.ws
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through INVEST Financial Corporation, a federally registered investment adviser, member FINRA, SIPC, and affiliated insurance agencies.
67529

Retirement 
Solutions
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• Financial Analysis
• Asset Management Programs
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President & CEO
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PORSCHE 924
An  Obituary

At home, surrounded by friends 
and family, Porsche 924 vin# 
9248205023 quietly succumbed 
to rising water complications of 
Hurricane Harvey at the age of 
39.   Although almost 40 years 
old, she remained spritely and 
was active until the end on August 
28, 2017.  Born in Neckarsulm, 
West Germany in early 1978, she 
came to America with her family 
in 1979 and resided in a number 
of residences in the US as well as 

a trip back to Heidelberg before 
finally settling in Texas.  A fixture 
in the San Antonio automotive 
scene for decades, she moved 
to Houston for the last years of 
her life.  She is survived by her 
San Antonio ‘sisters’, Panamera, 
356C, and 993, her ‘Mother’ Tara 
Michaels of Houston, and her 
‘Grandfather’ Colonel James 
Vinci, USA, Ret, of Universal City 
Texas, and his wife Joan.  In lieu of 
flowers, a donation may be made 

to the family’s Cayman GTS fund. 
The year was 1977 and I was 

stationed in Stuttgart, Germany as 
a young Army officer. I decided to 
add a Porsche 924 to our family 
of 3 (wife Joan, Tara, and myself). 
There were many decisions that 
had to be made in preparation 
for the arrival of the new family 
member, and my 4-year-old 
daughter was as excited about 
the occurrence as I was!

Once my “build order” was 

View from our seats at the Daytona 500.Like a member of the family, a nearly 40 year old car was finally laid to rest.
         JIM VINCI                                                                           
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placed, Porsche AG dealt with me 
directly and invited us to watch our 
car being built at the Audi plant in 
Neckarsulm. We jumped at their 
invitation to watch the car being 
born, which explains how we 
originally became so attached to 
the car.

Another reason for such 
attachment to the Porsche 924, 
was my daughter’s love for the 
marquee. Although only 4 years 
old at the time, Tara already 
was enthralled by the Porsche 
mystique of speed and style. 
That affection started at the 
early age of 18 months, when 
she would accompany Joan and 
me in the 911T to the San Pedro 
Avenue Drive-in Theater.  After I 
had lowered the jump seats, her 

port-a-crib mattress fit like a glove 
in the rear. 

When heading out for an evening 
at the drive-in, Tara knew she had 
the best of all worlds. She didn’t 
have to stay home with a baby 
sitter, and she got to go for a ride in 
a fun car.  She learned to tune out 
the theater noise, and go to sleep 
in her mobile bed.  Best of all, she 
watched mom fusing and lecturing 
dad for driving the Porsche too 
fast, learning this important 
feminine skill early in life!  Once 
she even had the opportunity of 
being entertained, visually and 
audibly, as she watched and 
listened to me fuss and cuss as 
I changed a flat tire at 1 AM.  For 
those of you with early 911s, you’ll 
remember the feeble Porsche jack 

that had been designed during the 
356 prototyping.

Tara’s love for Porsches and 
fast driving continued while living 
in Germany traveling in the 924’s 
jump seat as we sped through 
the continent. She logged many 
kilometers (mostly fast ones) on 
the autobahns. 

She was always very proud of 
the 924, often reminding her little 
German kindergarten friends that 
she had a Porsche (correctly 
pronounced I might add). As she 
grew older, her love for the 924 
never diminished, often asking 
when she could own the car. Of 
course, at that early age I thought 
it a safe bet to tell her that she 
would have the car if I ever bought 
a new Porsche. I didn’t realize that 

Hot laps at COTA
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TOP LEFT 
Tara at age 4

BOTTOM RIGHT
Tara and her dad, Jim



she would not only remember my 
words but constantly remind me 
throughout grade school, during 
her driving days in high school, 
and then in her college years at 
Texas A&M.

Tara frequently reminded me 
that I deserved a new Porsche 
to celebrate my achievements.  I 
often thought it was pride in her 
father, but now realize it was for 
the sake of her 924 ownership!  
Finally, I bought a 1994 Porsche 
964 and of course Tara amazingly 
held me to my promise to give her 
the 924. 

It really wasn’t that difficult a 
decision to make. There was great 
emotional attachment to the car, 
but it was exceeded by affection 

for our daughter.  Yeah, we spoiled 
her.  It was time for the car leave 
the nest as my daughter had done 
a few years earlier.

Tara’s three children command 
her attention now, but she 
affectionately cared for her 78 
Porsche. Her car was always 
garaged and under a car cover 
when not being taken out for its 
routine “outings”.   The car was 
personally maintained by Hans, 
a German born Porsche master 
mechanic who retired as shop 
foreman from Porsche of Houston. 
Even after his retirement from 
Porsche, Hans continued to 
meticulously maintain the 924 until 
his untimely passing in early 2017. 

As you can see from the pictures 

in Germany and then prior to 
Hurricane Harvey both car and 
daughter were looking amazing!

Unfortunately, on August 
28, 2017 at 12:21 AM, duing 
Hurricane Harvey, the Corps 
of Engineers opened the dams 
in Houston without warning!  
Tara’s house and their four cars, 
including the Porsche, were 
immediately flooded.  Tara and 
her family evacuated themselves, 
11 neighbors, and 8 dogs by 
a canoe my son-in-law owns 
They continued the next day in 
their canoe to recover important 
personal papers and articles for 
many of their neighbors who had 
no means to return to their flooded 
homes. They had 3 feet of water 
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in their garage, and their streets had 
8 feet plus! 

You can see from the interior 
picture that the water rose past the 
door handles and remained for over 
a week. There was no chance of 
salvaging their cherished Porsche 
924.

There were family plans in store 
for the 924.  With only 51,261 miles, 
it was still young in Porsche years.  
Tara was preparing to pass it on to her 
high school son, Dylan.  The visit from 
Uncle Harvey changed those plans! 

The answer to the question that 
many of you may be asking, “didn’t 
they have insurance?” Yes, they 
did and in fact it was insured for a 
stated value.  But insurance covers 
tangible assets, and doesn’t cover the 
emotional loss of a Porsche which had 
been an important part of our family 
for 40 years. 

Although there is no more San 
Pedro Drive-in in San Antonio, and 
we don’t drive at two miles a minute 
on the autobahns, we still have those 
special great memories of our times 
together in our Porsche 924. Although 
our plans to pass it on to the next 
family generations will never happen, 
she was a family member we’ll never 
forget. LH

TOP LEFT
The 924 back in its glory days

RIGHT PAGE
The 924 after Hurricane Harvey
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Recently my Cayenne was in for service 
and I was given a new Panamera to drive. 
Here are my observations. 

First, it is a big car but beautifully designed 
and well appointed.  The cabin is large and 
comfortable but its size and the distance 
from the rear-view mirror and the rear 
window does result in some restrictions on 
rear visibility. You need to learn to use the 
outside mirrors. Lane change warning, a 
option, is great at minimizing these “blind” 
spots. 

Once in the dr iver ’s seat,  you f i rst 
notice the instrumentation which is pure 
PORSCHE but somewhat modernized as 
to be expected. I will say something about 
the information center (PCM) later.  

In the two days, we had the Panamera 
we put almost three hundred of in town and 
highway driving all of which was a pleasure. 
While I said, the car is big, it does not drive 
that way. It is well planted and a pleasure on 
the highway as it quietly, yes very quietly, 
eats up the miles while giving mileage 
around 30MPG. That is outstanding for a 
large sedan. 

I said it doesn’t drive like a big car and it 
doesn’t. It is very nimble, easy to maneuver 
in traffic, has good acceleration and typically 

PANAMERA
        JACK MERRELL                                    

A  D a y  w i t h  a

LH

outstanding PORSCHE brakes. I was overall 
impressed with it performance. The seats 
are comfortable yet firm. Back seat room 
is WOW, plenty of leg room for the tallest 
of adults. Likewise, the trunk is enormous. 
Plenty of room for several sets of golf clubs 
and lots of luggage. A great way to travel in 
comfort, style and maintain the PORSCHE 
enjoyment when in need of room. 

The Information center (PCM) has changed 
from previous PORSCHE models. The nav/ 
information screen is much larger and all 
the console and panel buttons are flat and 
pressure sensitive (touch screen). That said, 
there is a learning curve and this old guy 
would have been happier if they had included 
a five-year-old with the loaner.  My grandkids 
can quickly figure out anything electronic as 
can yours.  It does give a lot of information 
and once learned is logically organized. The 
new map function is great with lots of detail 
that could only be provided on this larger 
screen.

Bottom line, PORSCHE did their homework 
and made a very exceptional vehicle even 
better. If I were in the market for a full-size 
sedan there is no question it would be a 
Panamera.
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Porsche Service | Restoration | Racing

James Bricken
james@gruppe9autowerks.com

1039 Basse Rd. #21
210.867.5106

Longhorn Region Holiday Party
EVENT PHOTOS
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www.procarecollision.com

9 Locations 
Serving Central Texas

210-488-9346
www.procarecollision.com

9 Locations 
Serving Central Texas

210-488-9346
Also Certified by:

and 12 other certifications.

Racer’s - Lies & Fries Lunch Bunch 

Every Wednesday
11:00 am til 1:00 pm

Houlihan’s
938 North Loop 1604 W
San Antonio, TX 78232

J o i n  U s ! !
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1-800-447-9928  |  WWW.XPEL.COM  |  SUPPORT@XPEL.COM

STOP ROCK CHIPS
WITH XPEL ULTIMATETM PAINT PROTECTION FILM

#993ProjectRS  |  @ilko44

XPEL ULTIMATE is the only way I can have a piece of mind and 
thoroughly enjoy my newly restored car. On my favorite mountain 
roads. Long road trips. And back on the track. Without worrying 
that the fresh paint would get damaged.”


